NOBEL
at one time of giving vent to his feelings in a long letter to the
British War Office in which, after reciting the facts leading up to his
application he would ask the British Government for one guinea
as compensation, and as a recognition for his services in the
solution of the problem of explosives. It would seem, however,
that his English legal advisers prevented him from sending this
letter. He also wrote a dramatic parody describing an English
patent action, under the title, " The Patent Bacillus," which had
obvious references to the cordite case, and the persons who had
played a part in it. Nobel's private correspondence of the period
immediately after the case also shews how he was affected by the
result. He writes in a letter to one of his English friends, dated the
nth April, 1895:
" People say that there's no use crying over spilt milk; nor do I,
but there is something in grievous injustice, when committed by the
State, which very much revolts my feelings. A sane sense of
right and wrong should not rise from the mob to the Crown, but
ought to spread downwards from the summit . . , Just fancy a
poor inventor having to spend £28,000 in a' friendly ' suit meant to
establish his right! "
During the century after Nobel's discovery of smokeless nitro-
glycerine powder, this type of powder was introduced in various
countries for the use both of the army and of the navy, or in
certain cases, only for naval guns. Amongst the countries that
introduced Nobel powder were Italy, Germany, Austria-Hungary,
Sweden and Norway. England, Japan, and certain South American
States introduced cordite, while France, Russia and the United
States preferred nitro-cellulose powder, of a type based more or less
upon Vieille's original invention.
Nobel drew substantial royalties for many years in those countries
where Nobel powder or ballistite was manufactured. Nobel's
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